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whether British or native, in which resides the
sovereign right to the forests and waste lands.
The cultivators who dwell within or around tracts
in which big game abounds, benefit by wise and
temperate protection of animals, whose flesh they
rarely consume, and are no way dependent upon,
but in pursuit of which rich men visit their districts,
spending money right and left in a manner to them
as unprecedented as it is grateful. It is, however,
incumbent upon sportsmen to see that payment
is actually made to the proper recipients, and that
funds disbursed for this purpose are not appro-
priated by some middleman. The army of coolies
who follow every camp are sufficiently sophisti-
cated to see that they get paid, but the genuine
hillmen are credulous, timid, and easily defrauded
of their dues. Elephants are troublesome and de-
structive, but the cultivators can exercise the right
of self-defence, or call in a sportsman to help ; bison
do no harm to life or property; deer and pig can
be kept down with the help of the friendly tiger.

Misunderstanding and misconception are rife
in regard to the habits, customs, and lethal quali-
ties of the wild animals and reptiles in India.
The fact that upwards of 20,000 persons are re-
ported to die annually of snake-bite is really a
testimony to the great moderation of the snakes,
which abound in a country in which hundreds
of millions walk about barefooted in the